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From Reception to Year 1 



What is important when children move on?

• Making sure the children feel 
confident and settled.

• Keeping children interested and 
motivated to learn.

• Continuing the learning journey 
with minimum
disruption.

We know that happy children learn best.



As your child prepares to move from the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) to Year 1, it’s 
important to understand how the learning environment and expectations change. 

What’s Different Between EYFS and Year 1?

Learning Approach:

In Year 1, while play remains an important part of learning, there is a greater emphasis on 
structured lessons and independent work. Children will engage in more focused activities 
that build on their foundational skills.

Understanding the Transition from 

EYFS to Year 1



Curriculum Structure:

The EYFS curriculum is designed to support holistic development across various 
areas, including communication, physical development, and personal, social, and 
emotional growth. 

In Year 1, the curriculum becomes more subject-focused, with dedicated time for 
literacy, mathematics, science, and other subjects. This helps children deepen their 
understanding and develop new skills.

Understanding the Transition from 
EYFS to Year 1



A comparison between EYFS and Y1 curriculum

Reception: Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Year 1:  PSHE (personal, social, health and citizenship education) and RE

Reception: Literacy
Year 1: Reading and Writing

Reception: Mathematics 
Year 1: Maths

Reception: Understanding the World
Year 1: Science, History, Geography, D&T, ICT and RE

Reception: Expressive Arts and Design
Year 1: Art and Design, Dance, Drama and Music.

Reception: Physical Development
Year 1: PE, Writing



What will learning look like in a Year 1 classroom?

Structured Lessons:
Your child will experience daily lessons in subjects like reading, writing, and math. 
These lessons are designed to be engaging and interactive, incorporating a variety of 
teaching methods to cater to different learning styles.

Literacy and Numeracy Focus:
In Year 1, there will be a strong focus on developing literacy and numeracy skills. 
Children will continue to learn to read and write simple sentences, recognize high-
frequency words, and solve basic math problems. They will also explore stories and 
texts to enhance their comprehension skills.



Hands-On Activities:
While the learning is more structured, hands-on activities remain a key part of the Year 1 
experience. Children will participate in practical tasks, experiments, and creative 
projects that make learning fun and relevant.

Collaborative Learning:
Group work and collaborative projects are encouraged, helping children learn to work 
together, share ideas, and develop social skills. This teamwork fosters a sense of 
community in the classroom.



Expectations in Year 1 

• This year we are focusing on the children’s 
independence.

• The learning is a more formal setting. The 
children will be expected to work at tables 
more frequently.

• One extra playtime in the afternoon at the 
start of the year.



Timetable of the week





Maths, Phonic and English everyday

Science every week

Foundation subjects every week.



Trips: Dates TBC 

Phonics evening – Wednesday 7th October 

Port Meadow – Autumn 2

Toys Workshop – Spring 2

Cotswold Wildlife Park- Summer 2

Phonics screening -Summer 2

Nativity- Autumn -2

Key Dates



Phonics
• We teach phonics 

everyday.

• Your child will be 

given one phonics 

book to read at home 

to begin with.

• Each child is read with 

once a week by the 

teacher or the  

teaching assistant.



The Phonics screening

• There will be a strong focus on Phonics and Reading throughout 
Year 1. 

• We will follow our scheme to provide a structured and 
systematic approach to teaching English. 

• The new National Curriculum emphasises the importance of 
children learning to read using a phonics-based approach.

• Children will learn the phonetic sounds to help them blend and 
read the words. 

• Teaching them the right phonics skills will ensure they become 
successful readers and make them feel confident when taking 
the Phonics Screening Test at the end of Year 1 in June.

• Children will complete the test by reading 40 words. These are 
a mixture of ‘real’ words and ‘alien’ words. The pass rate has 
been 32 for the past few years but this may change.



Reports

2 snapshot reports

1 formal full report



Homework

►Daily reading (10 minutes minimum)

►Weekly spellings 

►Additional activity

►Numbots

Homework will be handed out each 

Friday and needs to be returned the 

following Thursday. Spelling tests are 

weekly on the Thursday.



Behaviour





AOB
►School arrival – gates open from 8:40, 

8:50am register

►Snack

►Water bottle - named

►Change of clothes

►PE kit (PE days Monday and Tuesday)

►You will receive the whole school parent 

newsletter, rather than a year group one


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: What is important when children move on?
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: A comparison between EYFS and Y1 curriculum
	Slide 8: What will learning look like in a Year 1 classroom?
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Expectations in Year 1    
	Slide 11: Timetable of the week
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Phonics
	Slide 16: The Phonics screening
	Slide 17: Reports
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21

